

(  YOU WILL NOTICE THAT THIS LIST IS BROKEN DOWN BY GENRE. 

(  YOU MAY MIX AND MATCH 3 DIFFERENT GENRES, OR JUST READ 3 FROM THE SAME.  

(  BE SURE THE BOOKS YOU SELECT ARE COMFORTABLE FOR YOU TO READ.  A GOOD TEST TO SEE IF THE BOOK IS A GOOD FIT IS THAT YOU SHOULDN’T GET STUCK ON MORE THAN 5 WORDS PER PAGE.  IF YOU DO, SWITCH BOOKS TO SOMETHING BETTER MATCHED TO YOUR READING LEVEL.
Realistic Fiction


Achebe, Chinua. Things Fall Apart A classic story of an African man and the conditions which bring to an end the tradition and strength of spirit he had so treasured. 
Clements, Bruce. Tom Loves Anna Loves Tom 
The first time Tom sees Anna, he falls in love with her; but will it last as he learns about dark secrets in her past? 
Hobbs, Will. Bearstone 
Having been abandoned by his parents and raised by his Ute Indian grandmother, 14 year-old Cloyd is sent to a Colorado ranch to live with a lonesome old miner. Cloyd's love for the old man helps him transcend his resentment. Intergenerational and racial themes 
Lessing, Doris. The Fifth Child 
About a well-adjusted family that comes undone upon the arrival of the fifth child, who seems to defy previously-successful child-rearing practice. 
Myers, Walter Dean. Somewhere in the Darkness 
Jimmy's father Crab returns from prison and takes Jimmy on a trip to prove his love and his innocence. 
O'Dell, Scott. Carlota 
Novel set in California during the 1800's about a young girl who, raised to take the place of her dead brother, loves her freedom but wants to show feelings of tenderness as well. Winner of the Hans Christian Andersen Award. 
Potok, Chaim. The Chosen 
A baseball injury brings together two Jewish boys, one Hasidic, the other Orthodox, first in hostility, but finally in friendship. 
Voigt, Cynthia. Izzy, Willy-Nilly 
15 year old Isabel's life is changed dramatically when her date drinks too much and crashes his car, crushing her right leg which then has to be amputated. 

Historical Fiction


Laird, Elizabeth. Kiss the Dust  Because the Iraqi secret police are looking for her father, Tara Hawrami and her family must flee their suburban home for the mountains of Kurdistan and then to a brutal refugee camp in Iran. A "gripping tale of one family's escape to freedom," according to Publishers Weekly. 
Michener, James. The Bridges at Toko-Ri 
Young American fighter pilots get their first taste of the Korean War when assigned to destroy the communist-held bridges at Toko-ri. 
Paton, Alan. Cry, the Beloved Country 
A novel about the human suffering caused by the racial problems in South Africa. 
Smith, Betty. A Tree Grows in Brooklyn 
This tells of a young girl's humorous and trying events growing up in early 1900's Brooklyn. 
Steinbeck, John. Tortilla Flat 
In the shabby district called Tortilla Flat above Monterey, California, lives a gang whose exploits compare to those of King Arthur's knights. 
Fantasy, Mythology, Folktales

Fletcher, Susan. Shadow Spinner  Young Marjan brings new stories to the Sultan's wife, Sharazade, officially confined to the harem. Marjan must steal away to the market square to find new tales for each evening's story spinning.
Magorian, Gregory. Confessions of an Ugly Stepsister
A retelling of the Cinderella story from the ugly step-sister's point-of-view, this retelling also includes tulip speculation in Holland and the art scene there at that time in history.
Napoli, Donna Jo. Sirena
Sirena is a mermaid who seduces a sailor. A new look at the mermaid myth. Napoli retells fairy tales with a new twist.
Napoli, Donna Jo. Zell
A new version of the Rapunzel story
Saint-Exupery, Antoine. The Little Prince
A pilot makes a forced landing in the Sahara Desert. He meets Little Prince from Asteroid B612, who tells the flier of his many experiences on other planets. A heartwarming classic. 
Yolen, Jane, editor. Favorite Folktales from Around the World
This collection of international folktales provides an understanding of the roots of diverse cultures. Excellent preparation for study of World History. 
Inspiration
Fulghum, Robert. All I Really Need to Know I Learned in Kindergarten
Messages about how to live can be as simple as those a child in kindergarten learns.
Gibran, Kahil. The Prophet
Messages about how to live life. Words of wisdom.
Redfield, James. The Celestine Prophecy
Metaphysical journey through life 
Biography, Autobiography, Memoir, Vignettes 

Armstrong, Lance. It's Not About the Bike   About a man with cancer who went on to win a French bicycle race.
Burch, Peter Jennings. They Cage the Animals at Night
The life story of a New York City detective and his childhood survival through the foster care system in New York City.
Chan, Jackie. I Am Jackie Chan
About a Martial Arts movie actor: a general practitioner of the Martial Arts
Cisneros, Sandra. The House on Mango Street
In short, poetic vignettes or stories, Esperanza describes life in a low-income, predominantly 
Hispanic neighborhood in Chicago.
Krohn, Katherine. Marilyn Monroe: Norma Jean's Dream
This comprehensive but unsensationalized biography of Marilyn Monroe focuses on the sadness and tragedies of a girl who wanted to be loved.
Laurents, Arthur. Original Story By: A Memoir of Broadway and Hollywood
Recently-published: Unsparing, strikingly candid reminiscences from the Broadway playwright and Hollywood screenwriter.
Mah, Adeline. Falling Leaves: The True Story of an Unwanted Chinese Daughter
Amazing story of a young girl, considered unlucky because her mother died during her own birth. Her dad remarries, and her new stepmother doesn't care for her.
Zochert, Donald. Laura: The Life of Laura Ingalls Wilder
About the life of the writer who lived on the Midwestern prairie during the days of early settlers in the 1800's and wrote with pleasure of family life and its challenges and joys. 
Art
Cumming, Robert. Annotated Art   Art masterpieces are made understandable through the exploration of some of the world's greatest paintings.
McCloud, Scott. Understanding Comics: The Invisible Art
A comic book asks and answers the question of whether or not comics are a literary form.
Strickland, Carol; and Boswell, John. The Annotated Mona Lisa: A Crash Course in Art History from Prehistoric to Post-Modern.
From cave paintings to conceptual art, art history is demystified. 

Health 


Cook, Karin. What Girls Learn
Two sisters have a mother with breast cancer.
Crutcher, Chris. Staying Fat for Sarah Byrnes
About an overweight boy who's infatuated with an overweight girl, this book explores issues of weight and social consequences of being overweight. 
Dominick, Andie. Needles
Biographical story of a teenager whose sister and she are both diabetic. They cope with daily injections for diabetes.
Dorris, Michael. The Broken Cord.
The persistent physical and emotional problems of his adopted son baffled the author until he learned the condition had a name: Fetal Alcohol Syndrome.
Lipsyte, Robert. The Contender
A story of substance abuse and of boxing
Lipsyte, Robert. One Fat Summer
Miserable, fat, 14-year-old Bobby Marks takes a strenuous summer job, loses weight, and gains respect.
Pipher, Mary. Reviving Ophelia: Saving the Lives of Adolescent Girls.
Pipher looks at societal "girl poisoning" and the emotional and psychological havoc it wreaks on the lives of young women. 
Drama

Shakespeare, William. A Midsummer Night's Dream  Multiple romances in the woods with many hilariously funny scenes and tricks.
Shakespeare, William. Much Ado About Nothing
Young love and verbal repartee in this play about a favorite young Shakespearean couple 
Poetry

Dunning, Stephen; Lueders, Edward; Shihab, Naomi; Gilyard, Deith; and Worldy, Demetrice Q., compilers. Reflections on a Gift of Watermelon Pickle . . . and Other Modern Verse Photographs complement or illustrate 114 poems that range from sharp and biting to easygoing and optimistic.
Miller, E. Ethelbert, editor. In Search of Color Everywhere: A Collection of African-American Poetry.
From spirituals, to rap, to classic works by famous poets, this presentation delights the senses. 

Travel

Greenlaw, Linda. Hungry Ocean                                                                                           The swordfishing boat captain is a female. This boat is a sistership to the one that went down in The Perfect Storm. She and her crew confront the violent sea. 
Harrerj, Heinrich. Seven Years in Tibet                                                                                       A mountain climber escapes an interment camp during World War II in India and travels through the Himalayas, ending up in Tibet.
Krakauer, John. Into Thin Air: A Personal Account of the Mount Everest Disaster.               His dream expedition to Everest became a nightmare when human error and a sudden storm combined to claim the lives of some of the world's best mountain climbers. 

Science Fiction

Bradbury, Ray. Dandelion Wine                                                                                       During one golden summer in 1928, 12-year-old Douglas and his brother wander in and out of the lives of their elders.
World History, Non-Fiction

Armstrong, Jennifer. Shipwreck at the Bottom of the Ocean                                             About the Shakleton Expedition, which shipwrecked off the coast of Antarctica.
Diamond, Jared. Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Fates of Human Societies.
Diamond contends that these three factors determined the course of world power throughout history.
Mathabane, Mark. Kaffir Boy: The True Story of a Black Youth's Coming of Age in Apartheid South Africa.
Growing up under the brutalities of apartheid South Africa, Mathabane describes the growing unrest in his country and his eventual escape through his ties to the tennis community. 
Sports

Blais, Madeleine. In These Girls, Hope Is a Muscle                                                            Learn about the year of heart, sweat, and muscle that transformed the Amherst Lady Hurricanes Basketball Team into State Champions.
Johnson, Scott. Safe at Second
This is a sports novel with the pitcher as the star of the team. He catches a line drive in the face and loses an eye. He has to figure out who he is and where he is going.
Advice, How To, Miscellaneous

Johnson, Spenser. Who Moved My Cheese?                                                                      How to deal with change - and what to do when things change: such as changing schools. 
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*All 9th-12th graders are expected to select 3 books from the following list to read over the summer.  In addition, you are required to complete book reviews for each book.  You may also be tested on the books you read in the first week of school in your Literature class.


Bring your 3 book reviews to school the first day of school, as they will be your first 3 grades in Literature class.  Start off the year right!








